
Psalm 4: The Light of God’s Face



Psalm 4 (Mode 2.  5….31 / 4……32)

Israel’s ‘creed’

‘The Lord, a God tenderly compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger,  and abounding in saving kindness and 
faithfulness’(Exodus 34:6).

Answer me when I call, O God, 
defender of my just cause.
You opened up an escape for me. 
Be gracious to me. Hear my prayer.



‘I pray that you may have the power 
to comprehend, with all the saints, 
what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, 
and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, 
so that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God’(Ephesians 3:18-19).



‘Faithful’(hasid) 
 = welcoming God’s ‘kindness’ (hesed)
    and carrying out one’s covenant obligations.

‘They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, 
my special possession 
on the day when I act’(Malachi 3:17).

How long, proud fools, will you insult me?
How long will you love what is false and chase after lies?
The Lord has set me apart for I am faithful.
I belong to the Lord, who always hears my call.



A plea for the conversion of his enemies

Tremble with fear and stop your sinning.
Commune in your heart and be silent.
Worship with integrity,
Trusting always in the Lord.



The psalmist feels for those who are in danger of losing 
hope in God, and offers them his personal testimony. 

Like him we should learn to trust when in darkness.

‘May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, 
and give you peace’ (Numbers 6:25-26).

Many ask themselves: 
‘Who is going to enjoy a good life,
if the light of your face, O Lord, 
does not shine upon us?’



Heart = seat of intention, thought and emotions.

Secure = in peace = wholeness, harmony, completeness

‘Jesus is our peace’(Ephesians 2:14)

• See Augustine ‘Confessions’ 9.4

You give my heart more joy than all their grain and wine.

I sleep secure at night.

For you, O Lord, are watching over me.
I place my trust in you.


